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New Beth Moore 
Study

This 9-week study will show you how your circumstances and conditions are not coincidental in 
your journey. God’s timing is impeccable as we face crises, medical diagnoses, afflictions, 

relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears. The study will be led by Kim Furtado on Thursday 
evenings from 6 to 8 pm at the Activities Center. Women of  all ages are invited to attend. Peyton 

Furtado will lead the high school and college age girls in a special and separate 
discussion and prayer time each week.

 

ALL AGES INVITED

Beth Moore Bible Study
Thursdays |  June 11 - August 6

Sign up      kfurtado@mgcs.org  |  228-1701

Congrats 2015 High School Graduates! 

Eugene Ashley High School
Attending: East Carolina University

Life Verse: Revelations 21:4

New Hanover High School
Attending: UNC Wilmington
Life Verse: Deuteronomy 31:6

New Hanover High School
Attending: 

NC Wesleyan College
Life Verse: Romans 8:28

John T. Hoggard High School 
Attending: Salem College
Life Verse: 2 Timothy 2:15

John T. Hoggard High School
Attending: UNC Chapel Hill

Life Verse: Jeremiah 29:11

John T. Hoggard High School
Attending: NC State
Life Verse: John 3:16

John T. Hoggard 
High School 

Attending: UNC Chapel Hill
Life Verse: 1 Cor.16:14

John T. Hoggard High School 
Attending: 

East Carolina University
Life Verse: Jeremiah 29:11

North Brunswick High School
Attending: UNC Wilmington

Life Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Eugene Ashley High School
Attending: 

East Carolina University
Life Verse: 1 Cor.13:13

John T. Hoggard High School
Attending: 

East Carolina University
Life Verse: 1 Timothy 4:12

Coastal Christian High School
Attending: 

East Carolina University
Life Verse: Isaiah 40:31

North Brunswick High School
Attending: UNC Wilmington

Life Verse: Jeremiah 29:11

Not Pictured:
Ellen McDonald

Jay Murray
Madison Greene
Hayley Stafford



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and   
welcoming to anyone, no  matter where they 

are on  their faith journey, and is  intentionally 
joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others to 

become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

June 7
“The Right Direction”

Following God’s call accomplishes two 
amazing outcomes at once: our fulfillment 

and the world’s betterment.
Jonah 1

Matt Cook

June 14
“The Right Attitude”

We all make mistakes, but God is always 
willing to restore those with humble hearts.

Jonah 2
Matt Cook

June 21
“The Right Message”

Jonah 3
Jim Everette

June 28 
“The Right Response”

God’s joy and passion are always to redeem sinners, 
not condemn them. The Church must share that

 same joy and passion. 
Jonah 4

Matt Cook

Change Through 
Worship

I’ll buy lunch for the first person who can e-mail me the answer 
to this question without reading any further in this column. 
 What is a neutrino?

 For those of you who, like me, are not science geeks (I’m a history 
geek, not a science geek), I’ll give you the technical answer.  In 
physics, a neutrino is a subatomic particle, smaller than a neutron, 
which carries no electrical charge or measurable mass. Neutrinos 
are one of the most abundant particles in the universe, but here’s the 
amazing thing--because it is electrically neutral, a neutrino is able to pass through solid matter 
without being affected. So, if I’ve got my science right, you and I could be sitting right where we 
are sitting this very moment and something could be passing right through the middle of us and 
we wouldn’t even know it. 
 It’s kind of sad when you think about it…all that activity and no real impact.  
Which brings me to our ongoing, year-long conversation about worship. Hopefully by now, you’ve 
taken the worship survey that we sent out back in May. As you know we asked some questions 
about changes we might consider in worship. Should we think about changing the times that we 
start our two different worship services? Should we think about changing the kind of songs that 
we sing? Should we think about changing the length of my sermons? Okay we didn’t really ask that 
last one, because who knows what you might have said (grin). 
 Most of you said you’re fairly happy with how we worship, which is great, because I think the way 
we’ve chosen to worship at First Baptist is wonderful and honors God. We don’t have to make any 
of the changes we asked you about for that to be true. 
 But there is one thing that has to be changed in worship at First Baptist…it’s us.
 Ruth Haley Barton, one of my favorite Christian writers, says that sometimes we practice a kind 
of neutrino-style worship. Sometimes “we let worship pass over us without allowing it to shape 
our behavior. Worship is reduced to a feel-good experience rather than a life-changing 
encounter with Christ.”  She goes on to write that “too many Christians have a narrow view of 
worship. Often worship gets reduced to singing catchy little tunes in church or it is merely an 
emotional experience that leaves us momentarily inspired. In Romans 12:1-2, Paul connects the 
spiritual act of worship with transformation and the renewing of our minds. And in 
2 Corinthians 3:18 he teaches us that when we behold or contemplate God’s glory, we are 
‘transformed into his likeness.’ Therefore, worship is so much more than an emotional feel good 
experience…if we allow it, worship can transform us.”
 Our church is a wonderful place, and I love how we worship. Of course, we should always 
strive to do things in the best way we can to achieve our mission as a church. And it’s 
possible that might mean we change a few things in worship. But the most important thing 
we’ll change in worship isn’t about schedule, or style. It isn’t the songs that we sing, or how we 
go about singing them. The most important change that we have to passionately embrace is 
allowing God to change us through worship.
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Welcome 
Steven 
Thomason

We are excited to welcome Steven Thomason 
as the First Baptist Interim Worship Leader 
for the Traditional Worship Service. Steven 
grew up in Cary, NC. He studied Church 
Music at Campbell University and is 
beginning his Master of Divinity studies at 
Campbell Divinity School this fall. Steven 
has been an interim Minister of Worship 
at churches in Greenville and Chapel Hill. 
Welcome Steven!
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Chamberlain E. 
Collier 

graduated from North 
Carolina State University with a 
degree in Political Science. She is 

the daughter of Clay Collier.

Kristen Garrison 
Marion 

graduated from East Carolina 
University with a Doctorate in 

Physical Therapy. She is the 
daughter of Warren and Sheri 

Garrison.

Christian Transformation in Spain

Rebecca Criser 
graduated from CFCC in architectural 
technology. She already has a zoology 

degree from NC State. She is the daughter 
of David and Julie Criser.

Emily Hobbs
graduated from UNC-

Chapel Hill with a degree in 
Journalism and Mass 

Communication with double 
minors in History and Art 

History. She is the daughter of 
Steve and Kayren Hobbs.

Lewis Hobbs 
graduated from UNC-Chapel 
Hill's Kenan-Flagler Business 

School with a Masters of 
Business Administration degree. 

He is the son of Steve and 
Kayren Hobbs.

Kiff Kinkead 
graduated with a Masters of 

Arts in Teaching with a focus 
in Elementary Education from 
Liberty University. His wife is 

Laura Kinkead.

Marissa 
Dunsmore
graduated from East 
Carolina University 
with a BA in Dance 

Education. She is the 
daughter of Curtis and 

Wanda Dunsmore.

Our First Baptist College Ministry called GPS (Go Passionately 
Serve) sent eleven missionaries to Barcelona, Spain on a 
Missions Adventure during the last two weeks of May. Spain's 
population is 50 million and less than 1/4 of one percent are 
Christian. The Roman Catholic church of Spain has been 
damaged by the 40 year dictatorship of Franco following World 
War II resulting in a nationwide rebellion and distrust of 
Christianity and the Church. The missionaries called to Spain 
are taking slow but steady steps to bring the love of Jesus back to 
Spain. Over the past two weeks, our GPS group spent time with 
four different missionaries working with 6 different groups of 
children, teenagers and adults. Most of their time was spent with 
non-Christian children and families teaching English through 
games, songs and recreation. One of the missionaries who spoke 
to our group said, "It is easier to get a Muslim to convert to 
Christianity than to get a Spaniard to follow Jesus". As a result 
of our English camp efforts, over 75 non-Christian children and their parents attended a final English Camp slide 
show/hot dog supper inside the Christian church. The missionaries said this was the first time most of them have ever 
stepped foot into a Christian church. One of the workers said that they would not be surprised if they would look 
back to this Saturday afternoon event in May of 2015 and see it as the beginning of a Christian transformation in the 

lives of the Spanish families. It was very exciting to see God at work in the small Spanish church members and in the lives of our college students. 
Many thanks to all the First Baptist members who prayed for us as we traveled and shared God's love.



Sylvia Lewis
We welcome Sylvia Lewis to our church by 
transfer of her membership from 
Northwest Baptist Church in Atlanta. 
Sylvia grew up in Greensboro as a member 
of First Baptist and was deeply involved in 
the mission ministry of that congregation. 
She and her husband migrated to Atlanta 
where they lived for many years and 
enjoyed retirement before her husband 
passed away. Sylvia relocated to 
Wilmington to be near family and now 

resides at Lakeshore Commons where she coordinates their weekly 
worship services.

Sharing Life Together
General Fund

In memory of Milton Smith 
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Margaret Wood
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Jean Tatum 
by Mike & Sheryl Kincaid

In memory of Glen Childers 
by Mike & Sheryl Kincaid

Habitat House
Landscaping

In memory of Peggy George 
by The Baggett Class

Card Ministry
In memory of Margaret Wood 

by Joan Marshall

L
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Interim Worship News- The Personnel Committee has invited Taylor Lee to begin serving as our Interim Worship Leader 
for the 8:50 service. Taylor grew up in Wilmington, but has used his musical gifts all over the country as a touring musician.  
He was also a worship minister in Asheville before moving back to Wilmington this spring. We’re excited to have Taylor with 
us!

Permanent Administrator News- Our Administrator Search Team has been hard at work. We have received over forty 
resumes, and narrowed down the list from there to a small group of candidates that were invited to interview for the position.  
Our goal is to have a new administrator in place no later than September 1st.

Carl & Marcy Lahetta
Marcy and Carl Lahetta have joined us 
after “visiting” with us for nearly six years. 
They are members of the Wells Sunday 
school class. The Lahettas relocated to 
Brunswick County from Ohio and New 
Jersey to enjoy retirement after careers in 
the airline industry and sales. Marcy and 
Carl have made many friends in their 
Sunday school class and among their 
Waterford neighborhood.

Randy & Sonya Greer
Sonya and Randy Greer have joined 
us by transfer of their membership 
from a sister church in our area. Sonya 
is a sales representative and Randy is 
a building contractor and carpenter. 
They have found a home and made new 
friends in the Fellowship Sunday school 
class. Sonya has a passion for mission 
ministry and Randy has already used his 
gifts in helping us build our most recent 
Habitat for Humanity house.

Welcome New Members

Zech Delaney
Zech Delaney has professed faith in 
Christ and was baptized recently. He has 
been a part of our church since birth in 
that his mother (Jade), grandmother (Jill 
Pack) and great grandparents (Hattie 
and Hartley Wilder) have all been a part 
of First Baptist. Zech is completing the 
fourth grade and enjoys playing baseball. 
We celebrate Zech’s baptism and look 
forward to watching him mature in his 
faith and stature in years to come.

Transition Updates
In this season of change at First Baptist Church, the monthly Transitions Updates column is provided so that you can be 
informed of short-term and long-term changes taking place in our church. Updates are also posted on our website at 
www.fbcwilmington.org.



The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Milton Smith 
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Margaret Wood
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Jean Tatum 
by Mike & Sheryl Kincaid

In memory of Glen Childers 
by Mike & Sheryl Kincaid

Habitat House
Landscaping

In memory of Peggy George 
by The Baggett Class

Card Ministry
In memory of Margaret Wood 

by Joan Marshall

 
Security 
Leaders
Needed
Volunteers are needed to serve as Security Team 
Leaders for Sunday mornings and special services. 
A short meeting at the top of the Sunday School hour 
will be held in the main church office on June 14 to 
explain the duties. It is anticipated that 
volunteers would serve no more than once every 6 to 
8 weeks. If you are unable to be here on the 14th but 
are interested, please contact the church office at 
763-2471 and someone will follow up with you.

New Arrivals 
Congratulations to Chelsea and Heath Altman on the 
birth of their new baby boy, Christopher Hank, on 
May 1, 2015. 
Congratulations to Erin & Jonathan Long on the birth 
of their daughter, Brighton Ruth Long, on May 16, 
2015.

Winter Park Invites 
Ken Newland to 
Speak

On Tuesday, June 9, over 100 Winter Park members enjoyed 
a presentation given by First Baptist Church’s Historian, 

Ken Newland. Thank you, Ken, for sharing your wonderful 
knowledge with others in our community. 

Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Eleanor Lamb on the loss of her 
brother, James Lee Hamilton of Clinton, NC, on April 26, 2015.
 
Christian sympathy is extended to Archie Herring on the loss of 
his sister, Mattie Best of Warsaw, NC, on May 10, 2015.
 
Christian sympathy is extended to Karen Harmon on the loss of 
her mother, Margaret Wood, on May 1, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Stephanie Jennings on the 
loss of her husband, Herbert Jennings, on May 14, 2015. Herb 
was a member of FBC for 14 years.

Christian sympathy is extended to Nancy Bullard on the loss of 
her husband, Lawrence (Larry) Bullard on May 4, 2015.

Christian Sympathy is extended to Debby Datesman-Tripp 
on the loss of her husband, Larry Tripp, on May 30, 2015.

Giving
May Goal:

May Receipts: 

YTD Goal:
YTD Receipts:

Baptist Hospitals

Attendance

Worship      623       476       690       564       622              
Sunday     476       377        513      435        485
School      

MAY
3

MAY
17

MAY
10

MAY
24
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Guatemala Food Baskets
In memory of Claude Marshall 

by Joan B. Marshall

Guatemala Homes
In honor of Bobby Cox

by Gail Curtis, Larry Fine & Brenda Cox

Baptist Children’s Homes
In honor of Reverend & Mrs. Daryl Trexler

by Mary Gough
by Lois Johnson

Missions & Ministry
In honor of Mary Margaret Brooks 

by Lois Johnson
by Mary Gough

$157,560.00
$176,395.00
$18,835.00

$787,799.00
$756,780.00
-$31,019.00
$786.00

MAY
31

Save the Date 
Save the Date for the Women’s Ministry Fall Retreat on October 24 at the 
Holiday Inn at Wrightsville Beach from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. More 
details to come!

Worship Survey
Thank you to all those who gave their time to take part in the worship 
survey. If you have not taken the survey yet, and would still like to 
share your thoughts on FBC worship,  the survey is available on our 
website at www.fbcwilmington.org/worship.



Join the First 
Baptist Church Choir
Do you enjoy singing? Are you interested in a fulfilling and rewarding 
opportunity to give your talents to God? The music ministry invites you to 
join the Chancel Choir on Thursday nights from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. We enjoy 
leading in worship every Sunday morning at the 11:00 a.m. traditional worship 
service, and in offering special programs throughout the year, including 
Christmas at First Baptist. If interested, join us on a Thursday night, or contact 
Steven Thomason at sthomason@fbcwilmington.org or 919-434-6370.

Take Part in Missions 
Right at Home
Would you and your family, office or Sunday 
School Class consider sponsoring a house for the 
upcoming mission trip to Guatemala, July 23-30? 
Every spot is filled and our goal is to build as many 
houses as physically possible. Your house 
sponsorship would greatly impact that goal. The 
cost to sponsor a house is $400. It is a wonderful 
way to take part in FBC Mission Trips while 
staying at home. If you are led to make this 
generous and life giving gift, please make checks payable to First 
Baptist Church with “Guatemala House” in the memo line. One of the highlights of the Guatemala Mission 
Trip is giving out food to families to feed them for one month. If you would like to sponsor a food basket, 

the cost is $8 and you should indicate “Guatemala Food Basket” in the 
memo line. Gifts are needed by July 1.
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Beth Moore 
Bible Study

Thursdays, June 11 to August 6
This 9-week Beth Moore Bible study, Children 

of the Day, will show you how your circumstances 
and conditions are not coincidental in your journey. 

God’s timing is impeccable as we face crises, medical 
diagnoses, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, 

and fears. The study will be led by Kim Furtado on Thursday evenings from 6 to 8 p..m at the Activities 
Center. Women of all ages are invited to attend. Peyton Furtado will lead the high school and college age 

girls in a special and separate discussion and prayer time each week. If you have questions or would like 
to sign up for the study, contact Kim at kfurtado@mgcs.org or call or text at 228-1701.

Four Times A Year...
Our nursery and preschool rooms are looking for people with 

loving hearts and caring hands to help provide care during both 
worship services. If you would be interested in joining one of our 
childcare ministry rotation teams and serve just four times a year 
(once per quarter), please email Lauren McLean at LCL.McLean@
gmail.com. We have several teams that have vacancies that need to 
be filled as soon as possible. Thank you for prayerfully considering 
this ministry opportunity.



Sabbath: The 
Spiritual Practice of 

Exhaling
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Remember. Because 
we forget. Somehow we forget to breathe. We inhale life, consuming as 
much of it as we possibly can, proud of our ever-increasing lung 
capacity. But we have trouble exhaling, letting it go. Resting. Afraid 
of what we’ll miss if we stop, even for just a little while. And we don’t 
understand why, on most days, we feel like we’re suffocating.”

See more of Jayne Davis’ newest article, Sabbath: The Spiritual 
Practice of Exhaling, in Baptist News Global: https://goo.gl/jpvXkB

Get Connected!
Be sure not to miss important 
FBC updates, upcoming events, 
pictures, reminders and 
ministry opportunities through 
our weekly E-connect online 
newsletter! Each Monday you 
receive an email that lets you 
know of everything going on 
in the life of FBC. Just email 
agourlay@fbcwilmington.org 
to get on the list. 

You can also like us on our Facebook page to stay connected! 
Just visit Facebook.com/FBCWilmington! 
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On Sunday, May 31, our children and youth 
ministries partnered together for the inaugural 
Aloha Night for our 6th grade students 
(rising 7th) and parents. Aloha means both 
“hello” and “goodbye” and this was a special 
evening to cross the bridge from Children’s 
Ministry to Youth Ministry at FBC. The 7th grade 
students and parents did a phenomenal job hosting, 
decorating, and providing the meal. We are so proud of all 
these great kids and their hearts that are being formed to 
love God and love others!

Surf Camp for the summer of 2015 will be July 20-22 from 
11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day. Camp is designed for girls and boys, 

grades 4-12. We will meet at the Activities Center each day and then 
head for the waves at Wrightsville Beach! There is no cost for the camp 

and we will have a “mission” emphasis by inviting participants from 
PORTIA HOUSE and the Karen Burmese community. It is also open to 

First Baptist members and their friends. Contact Don Vigus or the Activities 
Center office to sign up at 799-7564 or dvigus@fbcwilmington.org.

Join the First 
Baptist Church Choir
Do you enjoy singing? Are you interested in a fulfilling and rewarding 
opportunity to give your talents to God? The music ministry invites you to 
join the Chancel Choir on Thursday nights from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. We enjoy 
leading in worship every Sunday morning at the 11:00 a.m. traditional worship 
service, and in offering special programs throughout the year, including 
Christmas at First Baptist. If interested, join us on a Thursday night, or contact 
Steven Thomason at sthomason@fbcwilmington.org or 919-434-6370.
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Once again, a great time was had by all at the weekly gathering of FBC friends for a delicious 
lunch and inspirational time of praying together, sharing stories of faith and celebration, struggle 
and victory, as well as, laughter and singing at the Activities Center on Tuesday, May 19. Our theme 
for the day was Memorial Day, as stories of days gone by were told and hope for the future provided 
encouragement for everyone. Veterans of World War II were present along with those of the Korean 
War and Vietnam. The fried chicken, deviled eggs, vegetables, salads and desserts were scrumptious 
and those that prepared the feast enjoyed hearing the compliments and words of appreciation from 
the crowd that spilled out of Smith Hall seeking additional places to sit for their meal. The only 
disappointment was that this was our last lunch gathering until the fall, but anticipation of being 

together again is already growing. There is always enough food, love, laughter, fun and people to pray for you and with you when the church comes 
together for lunch on Tuesdays. Thank you preparation teams for all you do in planning and preparing for the lunches, music and devotional 
thoughts shared when we come together. What a wonderful time it is at Tuesday Noon to pray, sing, eat, share, develop new friendships and renew 
the old ones, and leave encouraged to be Christ to our neighbors. Until we meet again, blessings to all my brothers and sisters.

- Jim Everette


